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o f C h ń s to p h e r  C o lu m b u s , 
a  m a n  th e  kin g  o f P o r tu g a l h a d o n c e  re fu s e d to  fu n d .

p a ń s o n  to  th a t d is c o v e r e d  by  th e ir  ń v a ls  th e  S p a n ish  u n d e r  th e  b o ld  s e a m a n sh ip

w h ic h P o r t u g u e s e  e x p
ıo re r s  h a d  ń s k e d s o  m u c h  n o w  s e e m e d  s m a ļl in  ��c o

to  th e  indian O c e a n  to  a n  ó c c a s io n a l
'

b o a tlo a d o f c o n v ic t s .

" 5 M o re o v e r , th e  p ń z e

r e s o u r c e s  a v a ila b le  fo r  in v e s t m e n t in  e x p
lo ra tio n  a n d lim itin g  P o r tu g u e s e  v o y a g e s

c lin e  in  P o r tu g
u e s e  fo rtu n e s  le d to  h e r  e c lip s e  by th e  la rg e r  S p a in , 

r e d u c in g  th e

c a m e  r e a lity  in  1 4 9 8 , 
a fte r  V a s c o  d e  G a m a  s a ile d  to  C a lic u t ,  In d ia .  A n  a b r u p t ��d

th e  p ro m is e  o f a  n e w  r o u te  to  I n d ia  o ffe re d by D ia s
'

s  d is c o v e r y .  T h a t p ro m is e  ��b

e v e n t u a lly c h a n g e d  th e  n a m e  o f th e  c a p e  to  th e  C a p e  o f  G o o d  H o p e , r e fle c tin g

w h e n  B a r th o lo m e u  D ia s  w a s  b lo w n  o ff c o u rs e  b y fa n ta s tic  w in d s .  K in g  Jo h n  1 1

s o o n  p u s h e d  fa r th e r  s o u th w a rd
, 

ĥ n a lly  r o u n d in g  th e  C a p e  o f  S to r m s  in  1 4 8 6 ,

v e lo p in g  r e lia b le  w a t e r  r o u te s  to  th e  E a s t .  D a ń n g  s a ilo r s  tr a in e d a t H e n r y

'

s  s c h o o ł

H e n ry  s
a w  th e s e  re la tiv e ly s m a ll tr a d in g  o u tp o s t s  a s  b n ly  th e  fir s t s te p  in  ��d

a n d c h ild r e n  fo r  fish , 
w in e , 

o r  s a lt o n  th e  c o a s t .

ń e d o u t s ta v in g  e x p e d itio n s  in  th e  in te ń o r  a n d  e x c h a n g e d c a p tiv e  m e n , 
w o m e n

,

s ļa v e  tr a d e  w a s  c o n d u c te d th r o u g h A r a b  m id d le m e n  o r  A fric a n  tr a d e r s  w h o  ��c a

P o r tu g a l
, 

t h e n  tr a n s p o r te d s la v e s  to  a  v a ń e ty  o f M e d ite rr a n e a n  e s ta t e s .  T h is  e a r ly

e a s  a n d  e s ta b lis h e d tr a d in g  c e n te r s
, fro m  w h ic h  th e y  b ro u g h t iv o r y  a

n d g o ld  to

A z o r e s .  

4  P o r t u g u e s e  c a p t a in s  m a d e  c o n ta c t w ith  A ra b s  a n d A fric a n s  in  c o a s t a l ��a

th e  A fric a n  c o a s t , a n d e v a lu a te d th e  r e p o r ts  o f s a ilo r s  w h o .  Returned fro m  th e

P o r tu g a l .  T h e r e  h e  tr a in e d n a v ig a to r s  a n d m a p m a k e r s , 
d is p a tc h e d s h ip s  to  p

r o b e

ra tio n  fro m  a  c o a s ta ł c e n t e r  h e  e s ta b lis h e d  a t  S a g re s , o n  th e  s o u t h e r n  p o in t o f

A  tr u e  R e n a is s a n c e  m a n
, H e n ry  im m e r s e d h im s e lf in  m a p

m a kin g  a n d ��e xp l

b a c k  th e  M u s lim  in v a d e r s  a n d r e c la im  fro m  th e m  tr a d e  r o u t e s  a n d  te rr ito ry
.

a s a  te n a c io u s  ĥ g h te r  in  N o r th  A fric a  a g a in s t th e  M o o rs , a n d  h e  h o p e d  to  r o ll

b ro th e r  o f K in g  E d w a rd o f P o r t u g a l.  H e n r y  (13 9 4 - 14 6 o ) h a d  earned a  r e p u ta tio n

m o u s  o f th e  P o r t u g u e s e  e x p lo r e r s
, p ń n c e  H e n r y , d u bb e d th e  Navigato w a s  th e

th e  frrs t to  s u b s id iz e  e x te n s iv e  e x p lo ra tio n  in  th e  fifte e n th c e n t u r
y

.  T h e  m o s t  ��f

Iro n ic a lly, o n e  o f th e  s m a lle s t o f th e  n e w  m o n a r c h ic a l s ta te s  P o r tu g a l, b e c a m e

p o r tu g a l a n d  S p a in  T h e  E x p lo r e r s

ı6 9 2  S a le m  w itc h  h u n ts

ı6 9 1 M a s s a c h u s e tt s  b e c o m e s  ro y a l c o lo n y

ı6 8 8 - 8 9  E n g lis h G lo ń o u s  R e v o lu tio n  a n d B ill o f R ig h ts

ı6 8 2  P e n n s
y lv a n ia  s e ttle d

ı6 7 6  B a c o n
'

s  R e b e lļio n  (V ir g in ia )
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w a s  irre le v a n t to  īn o s t E u ro
p e a n s  a t th e  tim e . p b litic a l  

· d is tra c tio n s  a b o u n d e d  in

m a d ė  tw o  m o re  v o
y a

s e s  to  th e  N e w  w o r ld  in  1 4 9 8  a n d  1 5 0 2 .

in  r e t u r n  fo r  o n l
y  m in im a l c o n tin u e d  s u p p o rt .  M e a n w h ile , h e  c o n tin u e d  to  p

ro b e

P ro m is e d  
g o ld

, c o t t o n ,  s p ic e s -
a s  m u c h a s  T h e ir  H ig h n e s s e s  s h o u ld  c o m m a n d

th o u s a n d  k in d s  a n d  ta ll,  s o  t h a t th e y  s e e m  to  to u c h  th e  s k y .

" 12 
H e  c o n fid e n tly

w e re
"

fe rtile  to  a  lim itle s s  d e
g r e e

, 

· 

p o s s e s s in
g  m o u n ta in s  c o v e re d  by  

°  

t r e e s  o f a

a r
y  1 4 9 3 , he  w ro te  h is  S

p a n is h  
p a tr o n s  tha t H is p a n io la  a n d  o th e r  is la n d s  lik e  jt

h ap s  e v e n  a  n e w  c o n tin e n t o f  a s to u n d in
g  n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s  a n d  w e a lth .  ï n  f   

· 
� �eb r

Pa c ific  O c e a o l u m b u s  a d m it te d  he  h a d  s t u m b le d  o n  a  n e w  la n d  m a s s , p e r

In d ia  o r  C h in a
, a n d a íie r  a  s e c o n d  v o y a

g e  in  1493till c o n v in c e d  h e  w a s  in  th e

R e a lity  g ra d u a lly  fo rc e d  C o lu m b u s  to  a  n e w  c o n c lu s io n  h e  h a d n o t r e a c h e d

th e  O rie n t .  

ł l

ıh e le s s ,  C o lu m b u s  r e t u r n e d  to  S p a in  c o n fid e n t h e  h a d  fo u n d  a n  o c e a n  p a s s a g e  to

e ls , s ilks , o r  o th e r  e v id e n c e  o f  C a th a
y  n o r  d id  t h e  k h a n  s e n d  h is  r e g a r d s .  N e v e r

th e  G re a t K h a n , C o lu m b u s ķ  s c o u ts  r e t u r n e d  w ith  n o  r e p o rts  o f  th e  s p
ic e s , ��j e

o th e r  th in g s  o f  s m a ll v a lu e .
"

i q D is p a tc h in g  e m is s a ń e s  in to  th e  in te r io r  to  c o n ta c t

by lo v e  r a th e r  th a n  b y  fo r c e
"

by giv in g  th e m  r e d  c a p s  a n d  g la s s  b e a d s  a n d  m a n y

h a n d s o m e  b o d ie s  a n d  g o o d  fa c e s ,

"

a n d h o p e d  to  c o n v e r t t h e m  
° 

t o  o u r  H o ly  f a ith

fo u n d  in  H is p a n io la  a s  I n d ia n s .  H e  fo u n d  th e s e  I n d ia n s  
°  

v e r y w e ll fo rm e d , w ith

th o u g h t h e  h a d  r e a c h e d  th e  F a r  E a s t , a n d r e fe rr e d  to  th e  d a r k - s k in n e d  
p e o p le  h e

C o lu m b u s  c o n tin u e d  to  C u b a , w hic h  h e  c a lle d  H is p a n io la .  A t th e  tim e  h e

Is la n d  in  th e  B a h a m a s , w h e re  h is  iiıe n  be g g e d  h is  p a rd o n  fo r  d o u b tin g  h im .  

9

la n d , a n d o n  O c to b e r  1 2 , 
14 9 2 , t h e  c o u ra g e o u s  b a n d  w a d e d a s h o re  o n  W a tlin

g

lo a d e d  w ith  b a m a c le s ,  gre e n  b u lru s h e s , a n d o th e r  v e g e ta tio n .  

8  A  lo o k o u t s p o tte d

F in a lly ,  o n  O c to b e r  I 1 , 14 9 2 , t h e y  
s ta rte d  to  s e e  s ig n s  o f la n d  p ie c e s  o f  w o o d

re a s s u ra n c e  a n d  e x h o r ta tio n s  p e r s u a d e d  th e  s a ilo rs  to  c o n tin u e  a  fe w  m o re  d a
y s .

s tre tc h e d  to  te n  w e e k s  w h e n  th e  c r e w  b o rd e re d  o n  m u tin y  
a n d  o n l

y  
th e  c a p ta in į

s k ill h e  p
o s s e s s e d to  m a in ta in  d is c ip

lin e  a n d e n c o u ra g e

'

h o p e .  T he  v o
y a g e  h a d

a tirıg  
n o  s m a li de g re e  o f  a n x ie ty  

w h e r e u p
o n  C o lu m b u s  u s e d  e v e ry  m a n a g e ria l

tio n  e v e n tu a lly  p
a s s e d  th e  p

o in t w h e re  th e  s a ilo r s  e x p e c te d  to  lin d  Ja p a n , ge n e r  ·

S a n ta  M a r h , a n d a  c re w  o f n in e ty  
m e n .  L e a v in g  p o r t in  A u g u s t 1 4 9 2 , ��t h ew

C o lu m b u s
'

s  fle e t c o n s is te d o f  o n ly  t
h re e  v e s s e ls , 

t h e  N i?ia ı t h e  P in ta
, a n d th e

p hysic a lly  
a re  tw o  d iffe re n t th in g

s .

pla n e t .  B u t k n o w in g  
in te ile c tu a lly  

th a t th e  e a r th  is  ro u n d  a n d  d e m o n s tra tin
g  it

e a rly  a s  1 4 8 o , fo r  e x a m p
le , 

h e  re a d  w o r k s  p
ro c la im in g  th e  s

p h e ric ity  o f  the
H e  d id  n o t , 

a s  is  p o p
u la r ly  

b e lie v e d , 
o rigin a te  the  id e a  th a t th e  e a r th  is  ro u n d .

tim e , C o lu m b u s  w a s
"

e a r n e s tly  d e s iro u s  o f ta k in g  C
h ris tia n ity  to  h e a th e n  la n d s .

w a n te d  g
lo ry , a n d a  m o tiv a tio n  b o m  o f de s p e r a tio n  fu e le d  h is  v is io n .  A t th e  s a in e

e ra tio n  o f n a v ig
a to r s : re s ilie n t, 

c o u r a ge o u s , a n d c o n fid e n t .  T o  b e  s u re
, c o lu m b u s

p ń o r  to  ] 4 9 3 .  

û A  n a tiv e  o f G e n o a , 
C o lu m b u s  e m b o d ie d  th e  b e s t o f th e  ��n

e w g e

a n d  u ltim a te ły  i
n  a  d ire c t lin e  to  Ja p a n , 

a lth o u g h h e  n e v e r  m e n tio n e d  c a thay

C o lu m b u s  d e p
a rte d fr o m  S p

a in  į n  A u g
u s t 1 4 9 2 , la y in g  in  a  c o u r s e  d u e  w e st
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a  m in u te  o v e r  th e  n in e ty

- į ix - h o u r  b lo o «l b a th .  

·  
l s  In  a d d itio n  to  tk e  a b o m in a b le

o f th e  
p y r a m id  te m p le .  T h is w o r k e d  o u t to  a

"

killin g  
ra te  o f  fo u rte e n  v ic tim s

tim e  a t c o m '
e x  killin g  ta b le s  w h o  k ic k e d  life le s s ,  h e a rt le s s  b o d ie s  d o w n  th e  s id e

in v o lv e d  th e  b u tc he ry  o f  8 o ,  4 o o  p ris o n e rs  b y  
s h ift s  o f p rie s ts  w o rk in g  fo u r  a t a

a ll
,  w e r e  e x e c u t io n  s ite s .  A  fo u r - d a y  s a c rific e  in  1 4 8 7  b y  

t h e  A z te c  k in g  
A h u itz o t l

Bu t it w Ħs  s a c ń ĥ c e ,  n o t  s c ie n c e ,  t h a t d e ĥ n e d  A z te c  s o c ie ty ,  
w h o s e  p y ra m id s , a fte r

la c k e d  th e  s im p le  w h e e l a n d th e  w id e  ra n g e  o f  p
u lle y s  a n d  g

e a r s  th a t it e n a b le d .

tu re  c re a te d  im p re s s iv e  p y
r a m id - s h a p e d  te m p le  s tr u c tu r e s , b u t A z te c  s c ie n c e

o f  a t le a s t 2 o o
, o o o , r igid ly d iv id e d  in to  n o b le s  a n d  c o m m o n e r  

g
ro u p s .  

1 4  A z te c  ��c u

lyin g  a re a s b
y  th re e  h u

g
e  c a u s e w a

y
s .  It w a s  a  m o n s tr o u s ly  l

a rB e  c ity  (fo r  th e  tim e )

T e n o c h titlá n  s a t o n  a n  is la n d  in  th e  m id d le  o f a  la k e , c o n n e c t e d to  th e  ��o u

T la x c a la n s , in  th e ir  e n o rt s  to  d e fe a t t h e  A z te c s .

Su c h  b a rb a r ity  e n a b ) e d  th e  S p a n is h  to  e a s ily  
e n lis t o th e r  trib e s , e s p e c ia lly  th e

ritu a l s a c ń fic e s  in  w h ic h  A z te c  
p ń e s ts  c u t o u t t h e  b e a tin g  

h e a r ts  o f  liv in g  v ic tim s .

th a t o
p p re s s e d  o th e r  n a tiv e s  o f th e  re g io n

, 
c a p tu ń n

g  
la rg e  n u m b e rs  o f  th e m  fo r

]e d  b y  th e ir e m p e ro r  M o n te z u m a .  T h e  A z te c s  h a d  e s ta b lis h e d  a  b ru ta l re g im e

o f  p re s e n tĄ a y  M e x ic o  C ity
.  C o rté s  e n c o u n te r e d  p

o w e rfu l In d ia n s  c a lle d A z te c s ,

n a n d o  C o rté s ,  
w h o  in  1 5 1 8  le d  a  fo r c e  o f  1 ,  0 0 0  s o ld ie r s  to  T e n o c h titlá n ,  t h e  s ite

sp a n ia rd s  tr a v e r s e d m o d e m - d a y  M e x ic o , p ro b in g  in te rio r  a r e a s  u n d e r  � �H e

m e n t in  M e x ic o .

kille d  m e m b e rs  o f  h is  e x
p

e d it io n  u n t il o n l
y  

fo u r  o f th e m  r e a c h e d  a  S p a n is h  ��sett l

T a m p
a  B a y  p

ro v e d  e v e n  m o re  d is a s tro u s .  N a rv á e z  h im s e lf  d r o w n e d , a n d n a t iv e s

to  p la n t a  c o lo n y  t
h e re .  P á n filo  d e  N a rv á e z s s u b s e q u e n t e x p e d itio n  to

,  

c o n q
u e r

po n c e  d e  L e ó n , 
t r a v e r s in g  a n  a re a  a lo n g  F lo r id a į  c o a s t

, a t t e m p te d  u n s u c c e s sfu lly

e lla n .  O th e r  e x p
e d itio n s  e x

p
lo re d  t h e  in te rio r  o f th e  n e w ly  d is c o v e re d  la n d s .  Ju a n

la n  (15 19 - 22 ) c irc u m n a v i
g
a te d th e  g lo b e , le n d in g  h is  n a m e  to  t h e  S tra it o f ��M

a

th e  Is th m u s  o f P a n a m a  to  th e  P a c ific  o c e a n  (a s  h e  n a m e d  it).  F e r d in a n d  � �M a ge

ta in in g  
fin a n c ia l b a c k in g  fo r  e x p e d itio n s .  V a s c o  N ú ñ e z  d e  B a lb o a  (15 13 ) c ro s s e d

a g
e  

O n c e  C o lu m b u s  b la z e d  th e  tr a il, o t h e r  S
p
a n is h  e x

p
lo r e r s  h a d  le s s  tr o u b le  o h

o f ho p e , Bļo ry  a
n d  a c c o m p lis h m e n t .

"

1 3
a g

e s in  1 9 3 9  a n d  1 9 4 0 , 
d e s c r ib e d  C o lu m b u s  a s

"

t h e  s ig n  a n d  s y m b o l [o f  th e ] n e w

hīo riso n , 
a  w o r t hy s e a m a n  in  h is  o w n  r ig ht w h o  r e e n a c te d  th e  C o lu m b ia n  v o y r

O c e a n  S e a ), 
h is  p

la c e  in  h is to ry  
w a s  n e v e r  m  d o u b t .  H is to ria n  S a m u e l E lio t

ra ry  
w e a lth  a n d fa m e  in  S p a in  (re c e i \ i n g  fro m  th e  C ro w n  th e  title  A d m ira l o f th e

ho n o r o f ha v in g  
th e  N e w  W o rld n a m e d  fo r  h im , tin d  if  h e  a c q u ire d o n ly  ��t e m p

sh o u ld  b y  
rig

h t h a v e  b e e n  n a m e d C o lu m b ia .  B u t if C o lu m b u s  d id  n o t re c e iv e  the
w a s a tta c h e d  b y  g

e o g ra p
he rs  to  th e  c o n tin e n ts  in  th e  W e s t e r n  H e m is p h e re  th a t

th a n  C o lu m bu s ķ  o w n  w itte n  a c c o u n ts , a n d a s  a  r e s u lt th e  te r m
"

A m e ric a
"

s o o n

he  d e s c rib e d  th e  N e w  \  \  b r ld .  H is s e lf -

p ro m o tin g  d is
p a tc h e s  c irc u la te d  s o o n e r

o n  a  p
o rt u g

u e s e  v o y a g e , 
A m e rig o  V e s p u c c i, w r o t e  le tte r s  to  h is rrie n d s  in  w  h ic h

fin d in g  
a  w a te rw a

y  
to  A s ia  in fa tu łıte d s a ilo rs  ; a n d  in  1 5 0 1 a  I Io rc n rin e  

p a s s e n g e r
ie s e x

c ite đ o n ly  
a  fe w  m e rc h a n ts , 

e x p lo re rs , a n d d re a m e rs .  S till, t he  p ro s
p e c t o f

En g
ıa  n  d is W a rs  o f th e  R o s e s  h a d  s c a rc e ly e n d e d .  N e w s  o f  C o lu m b u s i ��d i s c o v e

E u ro p
e .  Sp a in  h a d ba re ly  

e v ic te d  th e  M u s lim s  a tte r  th e  lo n g  R e c o t
-

q u is ta
, a n d
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q u a n t u m  le a p s  o v e r  M id d le  Eastern,  A s ia n ,  a n d M e s o a m e ric a n  c u ltu r e s ,  T his

o v e r  e  n a tiv e s .  S e c o n d
, th e  b u rg e o n in

g  e c o n o m ic  
p o w e r  o f E u ro p e  e n a b le d

m o b ile ,  H o r s e s  a n d  s h ip s  e n d o w e d th e  S p a n ish w ith v a s t a d v a n ta g e s  in  m o bility

c ia ll»  p ro v e d  a d e
p t a t d e fe a tin g  n a tiv e  

p e o
p le s  fo r  th r e e  r e a s o n s .  F irs t , t h e y  

w e re

'

th e y  d iĦe re d  s u b s ta n tia lly in  th e ir
.  p ra c tic e  a n d  e ft e c tiv e n e s s .  T he  S p a n is h , e s p e ·

If E u ro p e a n s  re s e m b le d  o th e r  c u ltu re s  in  th e ir  a ttitu d e  to w a r d  c o n q u e s t ,

s
y p h ilis  a p p e a rs  to  ha v e  be e n  re tra n s m itte d  b a c k  fr o m  B r a z il to  p o rtu g a l.  

2 o

w a te r  s u
p p ly .  

1 9  B u t n o t a ll d is e a s e s  c a m e  fr o m  th e  O ld  W o rld  to  th e  N e w ,  
a n d

10 0 .  0 0 0  A z te c  d e a d , m a n y fro m  d is e a s e  re s u ltin g  fro m  C o rté s į  c u ttin g  the  c ity

'

,

-

v ic tim s .  T h u s C o rté s  c a p tu re d  th e  A z te c  c a
p ita l in  1 5 2 1  a t a  c o s t o f m d n e  tha n

h is  p e rm a n e n t surrende n o t fo r g e  a n  a rr a n g e m e n t fo r  a  s te a dy s u p p ly  o
f  s a c ń lic e

th e  a z te c  k in g d o m .  m o r e o v e r , t he  e u ro p e a ris  s o u g ht to  k ill th e ir  e n e m y  a n d  fo rc e

w ith  a  s e n s e  o f  in d iv id u a l h g hts , c iv ic  d u t
y ,  a n d p e rs o n a l fre e d o m  n o n e x is te n t in

te n a n t s  ro u tin e l
x  a n d  th e  E u ro p e a n  w a y  o f  w a r  e n d o w e d  e a c h  C a s tilia n  s o ld ie r

g o d lik e  M o n te z u m a  w ith  a  m ilita r y  s tra te g y,  C o rté s  d e b a te d  ta c tic s  w ith h is  ��l i e

id e a s  b a s e d  o n  p
r a c tic a lity , n o t  t h e o lo g y .  W h e re  n o  A z te c  w o u ld  da r e  a p p ro a c h  th e

o th e r  E u ro p
e a n  la n d  a rm ie s  fo u s ht,  in  fo rm a tio n , w ith  th e ir  o f fic e rs  o p e n  to  n e w

c o n s titu te d  o n ly  o n e  e le m e n t o f  E u r o p
e a n  m ilita ry  s u p e rio ń  年 m e y  fo u g ht a s

S p a n ish  te c h n o lo g y ,  in c lu d in g  th e  w h e e l- re la te d  r a tc h e t g e a rs  o n  m u s k e ts ,

p ro v e d  d e c is iv e .

o u s  m a s s  o f  A z te c s  w h o  fo u g ht a s  in d iv id u a ls  ra th e r  th a n  a  c o h e s iv e  fo rc e  th a t
p ike s  in  d e a d ly  d is c ip lin e , tirin g  in  o rd e Ą  a n d  s ta n d in g  a s  a  u n it a g a in s t a  m u rd e r   ·
a n tin e s , 

b u t C o rté s s  u s E  o f  c a n n o n s , 
m u s ke ts , 

h a r q u e b u s e s , 
c r o s s bo w s ,  a n d

h is to ry  o f  its  c iv iliz a tio n .

" 18 W h e n  it c a m e  to  th e  fin a l b a ttle , 
it w a s  n o t th e  bń�

�

th e  A z te c s
'

n a t iv e  w a te r s  th a rı a n y  
bo a t c o n s tr u c te d  in  M e x ic o  d u ń n g  th e  e n tire

c ity  
T h e s e  b ń g a n tin e s  p ro v e d

"

fa r  m o re  in g e n io u s ly  
e n g in e e re d

'

fo r  fig htin g  o n
w a ļ ls  fro m  ttıirte ė n  b ń g a n tin e s  th e  S p a n ia rd s  h a d  h a u le d  o v e r la n d , s e a lin g  o ff  th e
in g  th e  c a u s e w a y s , 

s t a t io n in g  
h u g

e  u n its  to  B u a r d  e a c h , C o r té s  a s s a u lte d th e  c ity

s ty le  d is c i
p
lin e d  s h o c k  c o m ba t a n d  th e  e m p

lo y m e n t o f m o d e m  fire p o w e r .  ��S e v e

v a s tly  la r g e r  A z te c  fo r c e s , 
w hic h  c a n  b e  c re dite d  to  th e  S p a n is h  u s e  o f  E u ro p e a n

dis e a s e  n o r s ta rv a tio n  a c c o u n te d  fo r th e  S p
a n ia r d s

'

s tu n n in g  v ic to ry  o v e r the
n o t

'

m e y  d ie d  in  h e a p
s , 

lik e  b e d b u 8
s ,

"

w r o te  o n e  his to ria n .  

17 E v e n  s o , n e ith e r
c a lle d  it ,

"

t he  g re a t le p
ro s y

.

.

"

S ta rv a tio n  k ille d  th o s e  A z te c s  w h o m  th e  d is e a s e  d id
h e  fo u n d a  w e a k e n e d e n e m y  

w ho  h a d  b e e n  r a v a g e d by s m a llp o x , o r  a s  t h e  A z te c s
a  n e w  S p a n ish a n n y , 

s u pp o rte d by m o re  tha n  2 5 , 
0 0 0 In d ia n  a llie s .  

]6  T his tim e
,

A z te c  p u rs u e r s , th e n  s ta g g
e r e d ba c k  to  V e ra  C m z .  In  1 5 2 1 C o r té s  r e tu r n e d w ith

a ' ' " ile d h ' ' " b o die , - A z  t' ' " d E u ro p e a n a lik e - in h e a p s to blo ck
N o c h e  T ris te  (th e  S a d  N ig

h t), 
w he n  h u n d re d s  o f  th e m  fe ll o n  th e  c  a  u s

w .

lo s s e s , n a n o w ly e s c a p
in g  

e x te rm in a t io n .  D e s p e ra te  S p a n is h  fo u
g ht th e ir w a y  o u t

A z t 

= Z  lirs t a tte m p
te d .  D ir e c t a s s a u lt o n  th e  c ity  a n d fe ll b a c k w ith  h

w

o f go ld , s i)v e Ļ  a n d o th e r ric h e s  T e n o c h titlá n  c o n ta in e d , P ro te c te d by th e  
p o w e rfu l

th e  s p a n is h  th a n  th e  b u ildin g s , 
o r  e v e n  t h e  s a c ń fic e s , h o  w  e  v e  w e  re  th e  ı e  ĥ

s a c riĥ c e  sy
s te m , 

c r im e  a n d s tr e e t c a rn a g e  w e re  c o m m o n p la c e .  M o re  in tri
g u  in

g  ��
t
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