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s id e  o f  th e  A t la n tic - th e  I n d ie s  a n d  A s ia , g o ld  a n d  s p ic «s .  F o r ,  lik e

e x p e d itio n  to  th e  la n d s , t h e  w e a lth ,  h e  e x p e c te d  w o u ld  b e  o n  th e  o th e r  
·  

î ę
g o ld ?  H e  h a d  p e r s u a d e d  th e  k in g  a n d  q u e e n  o f  S p a in  t o  fin a n c e  a n

T h e  in fo r m a tio n  th a t C o lu m b u s  w a n te d  m o s t w a s  : W h e r e  is  t h e

g iv e  m e  in fo r m a tio n  o f  w h a te v e r  th e r e  is  in  th e s e  p a r ts .

to o k  s o m e  o f  t h c  n a tiv e s  b y  fo r c e  in  o r d e r  t h a t th e y  m ig h t 1- a n d  m ig h t
A s  s o o n  a s  I  a r r iv e d  in  th e  I n d ie s , o n  t h c  ßlr s t I s la n d  w h ic h  I  fo u n d , I

C o lu m b u s  w r o t e

th e  A m e ń c a s , C h r is to p h e r  C o lu m b u s .

fo r  m o n e y  th a t m a r k e d  W e s t e r n  i v i l i z a t i o n  a n d  its  fir s t m e s s e n g e r  to
a s  it w a s  b y  th e  r e lig io n  o f  p o p e s , th e  government o f  k in g s , t h e  fr e ? y

tr a its  d id  n o t s ta n d  o u t in  th e  E u r o p e  o f  th e  R e n a is s a n c e , d o m in a t e d

s a y  a g a in  a n d  a g a in ) fo r  t h e ir  h o s p ita lity , th e ir  b e lie f  in  s h a ń n g .  T h e s e

o n  t h e  m a in la n d , w h o  w e r e  r e m a r k a b le  (E u r o p e a n  o b s e r v e r s  w e r e  to

T h e s e  A r a w a les  o f  t h e  B a h a m a  I s la n d s  w e r e  m u c h  lik e  I n d ia n s

a ll a n d  m a k e  th e m  d o  w h a te v e r  w e  w a n t .

T h e y  w o u ld  m a k e  i n e  s e r v a n ts . .  W ith  lifty  m e n  w e  c o u ld  s u b ju g a tc  t h e m

o u t o f  ig n o r a n c e .  T h e y  h a v e  n o  iro n .  T h e ir  s p e a r s  a r e  m a d e  o f  c a n e . .

th e m ,  fo r  I  s h o w e d  t h e m  a  s w o r d , t h e y  to o k  it b y  t h e  e d g e  a n d  c u t th e m s e lv e s

bo d ie s  a n d  h a n d s o m e  fe a t u r e s . . . .  T h e y  d o  n o t b e a r  a r m s , a n d  d o  n o t k n o w

w illin g ly  tr a d e d  e v e r y t h in g  th e y  o w n e d . . . .  T h e y  w e r e  w e ll - b u ilt , w ith  g o o d

o th e r  th in g s , w h ic h  th e y  e x c h a n g e d  fo r  th e  g la s s  b e a d s  a n d  h a w k s
'

b e lls , T h e y

b r o u g h t u s  p a r r o ts  a n d  b a lls  o f  c o tto n  a n d  s p e a r s  a n d  m a n y

h is  lo g

g r e e t th e m , b r o u g h t th e m  fo o d , w a te r , g ifts .  h e  la te r  w r o te  o f  th is  in

c a m e  a s h o r e , c a r r y in g  s w o r d s ,  s p e a k in g  o d d ly ,  th e  A r a w a k s  r a n  to

c lo s e r  lo o k  a t  t h e  s t r a n g e  b ig  b o a t .  W h e n  C o lu m b u s  a n d  h is  s a ilo r s

fr o m  th e ir  v illa g e s  o n to  th e  is la n ď  s  b e a c h e s  a n d  s w a m  o u t to  g e t a

A f a w a k  m e n  a n d  w o m e n , n a k e d , ta w n y , a n d  fu ll o f  w o n d e r , e m e r g e d

p r o g r e s s

C o lu m b u s ,  th e  In d ia n s , a n d  H u m a n
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s w a m  o u t to  g r e e t th e m .  T h e  A r a w a k s

, 

liv e d  in  v illa g e  c o m n ]u n es , 
ba ds o , a p p r o a c h iııg  la n d , th e y  w e r e  m e t  b y  th e  A r a w a k  I n d ia m  w
h o

fo r  life , b u t R o d r ig o  n e v e r  g o t it .  c o lu m b u s  c la im e d  h e  b a d  see
n  as ig h t la n d  w a s  s u p p o se d  to  g e t a  y e a r ly  p e n s io n  o f  1 o ,  ooo m

a ra v e d isIt w a s  a n  is la n d  in  t h e  B a h a r n a s ,  th e  C a ń b b e a n  s e a .  T h e  first m
a n  tos a w  th e  e a r ly  morning m o o n  s h in in g  o n  w h ite  s a n d s , a n d c ń e d  o u LT h e s e  w e r e  s ig n s  o f  la n d .  T h e n , o n  o c to b e r  1 2 , a  s a ilo r  c a lle d  R o d rig o

s a w  b r a n c h e s  a n d  s t ic k s  flo a tin g  in  th e  w a te r .  T h e y  s a w  ilo c k s  o f  bh a d  le ft th e  c a n a r y  I s la n d s , o lF th e  A tla n tic  c o a s t o f  A fric a .  N o w  tb ey
w a s  e a r ly  O c to b e r  1 4 9 2 , a n d  th ir ty

- th r e e  d a y s  s in c e  h e  a n d  h is  c re w
u n c h a r te d  b n d  th a t la y  b e tw e e n  e u r o p e  a n d  a s ia _ - th e  a m e ń c a s .  it
w a s  lu c k y .  O n e - fo u r th  o f  th e  w a y  th e r e  h e  c a m e  u p o n  a n  u n k n o w n ,

H e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  d o o m e d  b y  t h a t g r e a t e x p a n s e  o f  s e a .  B u t h e
o f  m ile s  fa r th e r  a w a y  th a n  h e  h a d  c a lc u la te d , im a g irıin g  a  s m a lle r w o rl &

C o lu m b u s  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  m a d e  it to  A s ia , w h ic h  w a s  th o u sa n d s
p e r h a p s  1 0 0  fæ t lo n g , a n d  th ir ty

'
n in e  c r e w  m e m b e r s .

w ith  th r e e  s a ilin g  s h ip s , th e  la r g e s t o f  w h ic h  w a s  th e  S a n ta  M a M

w e a v e r  (th e  s o n  o f  a  s k ille d  w e a v e r), a n d  e x p e r t s a ilo r .  H e  se t ó u t

H e  w a s  a  m e r c h a n ť s  c le r k  fr o m  th e  I ta lia n  c it y  o f  G e n o Ą  p a rt- tim e

th e  fa m e  th a t w o u ld  8 o  w ith  a  n e w  title  A d m ir a l o f  th e  O c e a n

b u s  IO  p e r c e n t o f  th e  p r o lìts , governorship o v e r  n e w - fo u n d  la n d s , a n d

In  r e t u r n  fo r  b ń n g in g  b a c k  g o ld  a n d  s p ic e s ,  th e y  p r o m is e d  C o h im   ·

d e c id e d  to  g a m b le  o n  a  lo n g  s a il a c r o s s  a n  u n k n o w n  o c e a n .

s a ilo r s  w e r e  w o r k in g  th e ir  w a y  a r o u n d  th e  s o u t h e r n  tip  o f  A fń c a .  Spain

tr o lle d  th e  la n d  r o u te s  to  A s ia t  a  s e a  r o u t e  w a s  n e e d e d .  P o rtu g u ese

h a d  c o n q u e r e d  C o n s ta n t in o p le  a n d  th e  e a s t e r n  M e d ite rr a n e a n , a n d ��c o

fr o m  th e ir  o v e r la n d  e x p e d itio n s  c e n tu ń e s  b e fo r e .  N o w  th a t th c  T u rk s

s p ic e s , fo r  M a r c o  P o lo  a n d  o th e r s  h a d  b r o u g h t b a c k  m a r v e lo u s th is g s

T h e r e  w a s  g o ld  in  A sia , it w a s  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  c e r ta in ly  s ilk s  a n d

m a r k  o f  w e a lth , m o r e  u s e fu l th a n  la n d  u s e  it c o u ld  b u y  a n y th is s .

o f  th e  m o d e r n  w o r ld , S p a in  s o u g h t g o ld ,  w H c h  w a s  b e c o m in g  th e  n ew

C h u r c h ,  e x p e lle d  a ll th e  J e w s , d ń v e n  o u t th e  M o o r s .  L ik e  o th e r  sta tċ s

a n d  o w rıe d  9 5  p e r c e n t o f  th e  la īıd .  S p a in  h a d  tie d  its e lf  to  th e  C a th o lic

a n ts , w o r k e d  fo r  t h e  n o b ility , w h o  w e r e  2  p e r c e n t o f  th e  p o p u la tio n

lik e  F r a n c e ,  E n g la n d ,  a n d  P o r tu  吕 a l .  Its  p o p u la tio n , m o s tly  p o o r 
m

Sp a in  w a s  r e c e n tly  u n ilie d , o n e  o f th e  n e w  m o d e m  n  a  ti«n q w

h e  c o u ld  s a il w e s t in  o r d e r  to  B e t to  t h e  F a r  E a s t .  

Aırd
o th e r  in fo r m e d  p e o p le  o f  h is  t im e , h e  k n e w  th e  w o r ld  w a s  r o u n d
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